
Inc Lots of SFI (specific factual 

      The INTRODUCTION should: 

Provide interesting material and background information on the topic 

First sentence: Tie your essay to the previous historical time period  

Establish a time and place setting, 

Set the purpose and tone of the essay and 

Present a thesis statement which completely  

answers the question! 

Give the reader an overall map of body paragraph themes 

Body Paragraph 1 around a single theme 

Supporting Information 

Each body paragraph should develop a single theme  

of your essay by providing strong supporting information and analysis. Answer the why questions! 

Start Paragraph with a topic sentence 

End each body paragraph with a concluding sentence 

Body Paragraph 2 around a single theme 

Supporting Information 

Each body paragraph should develop a single theme  

of your essay by providing strong supporting information and analysis. Answer the why questions! 

Start Paragraph with a topic sentence 

End each body paragraph with a concluding sentence 

 

Body Paragraph 3 around a single theme 

Supporting Information 

Each body paragraph should develop a single theme  

of your essay by providing strong supporting information and analysis. Answer the why questions! 

Start Paragraph with a topic sentence 

End each body paragraph with a concluding sentence 

 

PLEASE NOTE: There is nothing magical about a 5 paragraph essay. Include more body paragraphs if needed. 

Also better essays take into account opposing viewpoints to show the complexity of the question.  

 

CONCLUSION 

                                         Restatement of the thesis 

       Summary of final remarks 

The conclusion of an essay should bring the essay  

to a satisfactory close and remind the reader of the main points 

Tie to the next historical time period 

However never end an essay on the idea of  

   “…and that is what makes America great today!” 

Thesis must 

answer the 

question! 
 

Use sentence 

structures which 

include: although, 

however, & 

because! 

Include lots of 

information w/analysis 

& tie to thesis! 

 Do not just list facts!  


